
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 



Club Nights 2010 Monthly Meeting’s   
26th May 2010 Race Night 
30th June 2010 Bring your car to Arnold Crowe’s “At home” 
Events 
29th/30th May 2010 La Vie en Blue (French Prescott) 
6th June Wollaton Park, Autokarna  PWA7C 
12th/13th June Bryngarw Rally SWA7C 
19th/20th June Old Down Park Rally BA7C 
20th June Father’s Day 
26th/27th June Upton Jazz Festival (who says I’m single minded!) 
Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine for 
national events. 
Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may 
be of interest to other members, so we can include in the list of events.  
 
Web Site: www.ma7c.co.uk 
 

Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Committee or Members 
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, 
Knowle (Jct 5 M42) 
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                                      COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2009-2010   

PRESIDENT: John Ward,  Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 

CHAIRMAN: Andy Lowe,  38 Kingswood Road West Heath, Birmingham, B31 4RP Tel: 0121 477 0547 

  Email : andylowe@fsmail.net   

SECRETARY: Pamela Bishop, “Home Straight” 4 Reynard Close, Redditch, B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

  E-mail : pamela.bishop@yahoo.co.uk   

TREASURER: Ian Devey,  25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

 Email:  the_deveys@yahoo.co.uk   

SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

EDITOR: Vacant Tel:  

  Email :    

MEMBERSHIP: John Roberts,  18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Warwickshire, B49 5LH Tel: 01789 765349 

SPARES: Arthur Davies,  164  Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH Tel: 01527 872908 

REGALIA: Sheila Turner,  Rowan Cottage, Ilminton Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Tel: 01608 682463 

GENERAL: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY  Tel: 01789 773758 

D.V.L.A.Sec John Hamilton,  38 Roman Way Bromsgrove, B61 0DT (Before 9.00p.m.) Tel: 01527 870146 

WEB MASTER Rick Bishop, Home Straight, 4 Reynard Close, Redditch B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

 Email:  rick.bishop@virgin.net   
Club Registered 
Address in 
England & 
Wales Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hoo d Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0BN 

Registration 
Number: 6803165 
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March 2009 

You know how it is, children at university 
or left home, just paying a flying visit to raid your 
pockets and fridge.  All of a sudden you enter 
retirement from being a taxi service and general 
fixer of things.  I now have some time to myself 
and so a new challenge is needed.  A 
suggestion from my wife that a new veg patch 
would be a good idea got me thinking, I could 
get a cheap rotavator from ebay and job done. 
What could be simpler? 
 In due course one was acquired and being a bloke I had to take it to 
bits, paint it,  buy new widgets for it and get the accessories etc.  Fifteen 
minutes of being shaken to death and the veg patch was done.  After this 
major renovation I was confident that I was ready for anything.  The next 
challenge, I thought I would do up a car, much to my wife’s indifference the 
search was on. 
 A few weeks of searching found the advert for an Austin Big 7, I didn’t 
really know what it was but it had Austin and 7 in the title and so that was 
good enough.  The bit of the advert which I played down to my wife was the 
line “good sense of humour needed.” 

I hired a trailer and took some muscle 
to collect my new vehicle, well rusting 
hulk and boxes to be precise.  My 
daughter and best friend kept 
mentioning that I must be mad or words 
to that effect but I was having none of it 
and kept telling them I was preserving 
part of our motoring heritage.  We got 
some very strange looks as we pulled 
up outside the house,  passers by,  

neighbours I didn’t know I had and a couple of cats to give it a sniff,  probably 
due to the mouse’s nest in the glove box. 
 After showing no interest in my project / challenge, when my wife came 
home she could not stop laughing.  
She walked round and round and 
could not believe her eyes.  The 
comments that I had definitely gone 
mad were again backed up by my 
daughter, my friend came to the 
rescue,  took my wife on one side 
and explained she need not worry.  
At least you will always know where 
he is with the amount of work he has 
to do. 
So what had I got?  An Austin Big 7 
Six Light 1938, no history, and no 



records of ownership apart from the man who I bought it off.  He bought it for 
his son in 1983, one weekend later it was in bits and that is how it stayed until 
I purchased it in March 2009.  Many photographs and research followed with 
much time sorting through the boxes to establish what was there or missing.  
Lists were made and the challenge was underway.  Further research 
indicated that it was first registered at Bath Road Garage Worcester, 
November 1938.  I collected the car from the west of Malvern and so I am 
assuming it spent most it’s life in and around Worcestershire.  With a lot of 
good advice from Robin Taylor from the Big 7 Register, out came the 
spanners.  If anyone reading this at any time thinks I am committing 
engineering Hari Kari please pick up the phone and tell me.  In real life I am 
much more at home sawing wood etc. 
John Richardson 
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Following the interesting talk we had at the April meeting there are 
two events you might like to support 
 
18th June. Dinner, talk and nibbles at Lichfield Rugby Club Details: 
Margaret Cross 01889 577721 or email: 
crosscultureimages@crossimages.plus.com 
 
23rd October. Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas Concert at the 
Lichfield Garrick Theatre book this direct with the Theatre (Box 
office: 01543 412121 or www.lichfieldgarrick.com ) 
 

Ros and the family would like to thank all the Austin Seven members who came 
to pay their respects at Bob’s funeral. 
Our Ruby (Ollie) and the Austin Seven Club gave Bob much enjoyment over the 
years, which found Bob and I many friends.  
A big thank you for those who bought their Austin Seven cars to make Bob’s 
day very special for all the family at this difficult time. 
With Love, Thank You 
 
Ros 



 



Bob Brain was a member of the MA7 club for about 30 years.The story starts when a 
young man called Barry appeared at 217 Bills Lane, Shirley, to court Bob’s daughter 
Carole, he came in an old Ruby embellished with a Union Jack on the roof.  It soon 
caught the attention off Harold Tibbs and Rob James (who were not slow to introduce 
themselves as ‘experts’). 

So a friendship began, Bob acquiring his own relic to be re-built and made road 
worthy.  So in their blue Ruby FK 7708 he and Ros were seen at many of the local 
activities.  They also journeyed  as far afield as Wales, Ireland, Scotland, France and 
Holland.  For several years he held the position of Club Chairman and tried hard to 
introduce new ideas and interests for club members to participate.  He worked with 
enthusiasm at all club events especially the special anniversaries at Longbridge and 
Gaydon. 

I am sure his main enjoyment came from his tours all over the country in the company 
of Harold and Barry to the many auto-jumbles, but by far the high light of the year 
was the Beaulieu weekend where whatever the weather they turned over piles of scrap 
to return home very dirty and loaded with ‘treasures’. 

So I hope beyond those pearly gates there is a pile of scrap to be sorted – if Phil and 
Jim and others have not already done so. 

Harold and Edith Tibbs 
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  Cotswolds Revisited.  
 

When we sat and thought about it, the last time we went on the Cotswold Run 
was 2002.This year we decided to make use of our VW camper, and the 
hospitality we had been offered, and join in. 
What an impressive line up of cars there were at the kennels in Broadway, 
with friends "old" and new to chat to. But there was more to come, a super 
route through charming villages and lovely countryside (not to mention the 
great lunch stop). Unfortunatly the driver was not always able to appreciate 
the view as they had to slalom their way round numerous potholes!  
In short it was a fabulous day and a great run. Many thanks to Brem and 
Jenny, not only for the hospitality but also the whole organisation of the run. 
Thanks too for the end of run afternoon tea at the Ranch. Lastly I want to say 
what super photos that "meercat" took. He kept popping up all over the place! 
All in all a grand day out.  
Lesley Marriner 
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Get your Austin 7 wheels shotblasted and powder coated. Quick turnround. 
£20 per wheel. Ring Les Gammon (Warwick) 01926 402228 
�



Wanted  
Hi 
I am looking to buy an Austin 7 Tourer. I have owned a 7 many years ago, 
and now I would like to have another. I would like to find one that is complete, 
and runs, preferably with an MOT, in fair condition, so that I can have the 
pleasure of improving it to a nice standard to be proud of. I any of your 
members know of anyone who is willing to part with such a car, Please 
contact me either by E-mail matthejb@tinyworld.co.uk  , or by mobile – 
 07754 232 237  07754 232 237  
 
Sales 
 
1938 Ruby, located North Yorkshire, on the road, quite original, Jo Harris 
01677 460408 
 
For Sale  
January 1929 Spare Parts list Publication 670, Nice condition £10 
Andy Lowe 0121 477 0547 
 
Wanted  
A7 Handbook Nov 1928 Publication 619b (Coil Edition); have May 1931 
publication715c for swop  Andy Lowe 0121 477 0547 

����
����
�


������
���
������������
������
�������
������
���
������������
������
�������
������
���
������������
������
�������
������
���
������������
������
�������� ���
�

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birmingham 
Mail  
February 
2010 
 



 
 
 

 
Pictures by Jacob West (aged 10) 
at the start of the Cotswold Run 
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And finally a little humour from down under – do re ad to the bottom of the Q&A !   
  
These were posted on an Australian Tourism Website and the answers are the actual 
responses by the website officials, who obviously have a great sense of humour (not to 
mention a low tolerance threshold for cretins!) 
__________________________________________________ 
Q: Does it ever get windy in Australia ? I have never seen it rain on TV, how do the plants 
grow? ( UK).  
A:We import all plants fully grown and then just sit around watching them die.  
 __________________________________________________ 
Q: Will I be able to see kangaroos in the street? ( USA )  
A:Depends how much you've been drinking. 
__________________________________________________ 
Q:I want to walk from Perth to Sydney - can I follow the railroad tracks? (Sweden) 
A:Sure, it's only three thousand miles, take lots of water.  
__________________________________________________ 
Q:Are there any ATMs (cash machines) in Australia ? Can you send me a list of them in 
Brisbane , Cairns , Townsville and Hervey Bay ? ( UK)  
A:What did your last slave die of? 
__________________________________________________  
Q:Can you give me some information about hippo racing in  Australia ? ( USA) 
A: A-Fri-ca is the big triangle shaped continent south of  Europe . 
  Aus-tra-lia is that big island in the middle of the Pacific which does not 
 ... Oh forget it. Sure, the hippo racing is every Tuesday night in Kings Cross. Come naked. 
__________________________________________________  
Q:Which direction is North in Australia ? ( USA)  
A:Face south and then turn 180 degrees. Contact us when you get here and we'll send the 
rest of the directions.  
_________________________________________________  
Q:Can I bring cutlery into  Australia ? ( UK )  
A:Why? Just use your fingers like we do... 
__________________________________________________  
Q:Can you send me the  Vienna Boys' Choir schedule? ( USA)  
A: Aus-tri-a is that quaint little country bordering Ger-man-y, which is   
 Oh forget it. Sure, the   Vienna Boys Choir plays every Tuesday night in Kings Cross, straight 
after the hippo races. Come naked. 
 __________________________________________________  
Q:Can I wear high heels in  Australia ? ( UK)  
A:You are a British politician, right? 
__________________________________________________  
Q:Are there supermarkets in  Sydney and is milk available all year round? (Germany)  
A: No, we are a peaceful civilization of vegan hunter/gatherers.     Milk is illegal. 
 __________________________________________________  
Q:Please send a list of all doctors in Australia who can Dispense rattlesnake serum. ( USA) 
A: Rattlesnakes live in A-meri-ca which is where YOU come from.  All Australian snakes are 
perfectly harmless, can be safely handled and make good pets. 
 __________________________________________________  
Q:I have a question about a famous animal in Australia, but I forget its name. It's a kind of 
bear and lives in trees. ( USA)  
A: It's called a Drop Bear. They are so called because they drop out of Gum trees and eat the 
brains of anyone walking underneath them. You can scare them off by spraying yourself with 
human urine before you go out walking. 
 __________________________________________________  
Q:I have developed a new product that is the fountain of youth. Can you tell me where I can 
sell it in Australia ? ( USA) 
A: Anywhere significant numbers of Americans gather. 
 __________________________________________________  
Q:Do you celebrate Christmas in Australia ? ( France)  
A: Only at Christmas. 
  


